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New System of Labeling
Genetically Modified Foods

Identity preserved handling is necessary in order to label products as
"identity preserved non-GM product'.

@ Labeling standards require that, as well as agricultural products (soybeans, corn, pota-
toes, rapeseed and cottonseed), processed foods that contain genetically modified DNA
or protein even after processing must also be labeled.

@ The processed foods made from soybeans or corn shown in Table 2 must be labeled
“genetically modified” or “not segregated from GM produce”.

IELI-P Labeling system

(1) Produce whose composition or nutritive value, etc. is markedly different from that of
conventional produce (high oleic acid soybeans)

@ QELEEIGTAELE TP as “soybeans (GM high oleic acid)”

(2) Produce whose composition and nutritive value, etc. are similar to that of conventional
produce

(D Processed foods containing genetically modified DNA or protein even after processing
(Table 2)

A If made from GM crops:

® "Segregated GM products”
® "Genetically modified", etc.

B If made from agricultural products not segregated “{Iaal;‘e?i""r:ory
from GM products: 9

® "Not segregated from GM products", etc.

If made from non-GM crops segregated throughout the production
c and distribution stages:

@® Labeling unnecessary (only name of crop required)
@ 'ldentity preserved non-GM produce" - o
® "GM free", etc. oluntary labeling

(2 Processed foods not containing modified DNA or protein after processing (soybean oil,
soy sauce, corn oil, isomerized liquid sugar, etc.)

@ Labeling not required (voluntary labeling)

Labeling of genetically modified foods in accordance with the Japanese
Agricultural Standards (JAS) Law began in April 1, 2001. (Table 1)

@® Non-GM agricultural products that are identity preserved and processed foods made
from such products do not have to be labeled, but may be voluntarily labeled “identity
preserved non-GM produce” or “GM free”, etc.

@® GM high oleic acid soybeans and processed foods must be labeled “GM high oleic acid”
from January 1, 2002.

1 [-W) Processed foods made from soybeans or corn covered
by new labeling system

Food Crops covered

1 Tofu, abura-age (deep-fried bean curd) Soybeans

2 Kori-tofu (dried bean curd), okara (bean curd lees), yuba (dried soybean casein) Soybeans

3 Nattd (fermented soybeans) Soybeans

4 Soya milk Soybeans

5 Miso Soybeans

6 Boiled soybeans Soybeans

7 Canned and bottled soybeans Soybeans

8 Kinako (roasted soybean flour) Soybeans

9 Roasted soybeans Soybeans
10 Food made principally from any ingredient covered by categories 1 to 9 Soybeans
11 Food made principally from soybeans (for cooking) Soybeans
12 Food made principally from soybean flour Soybeans
13 Food made principally from soybean protein Soybeans
14 Food made principally from green soybeans Green Green Soybeans
15 Food made principally from soybean sprouts Soybean sprouts
16 Corn snacks Corn
17 Cornstarch Corn
18 Popcorn Corn
19 Frozen corn Corn
20 Canned and bottled corn Corn
21 Food made principally from corn flour Corn
22 Food made principally from corn grits (except corn flakes) Corn
23 Food made principally from (eating) corn Corn
24 Food made principally from any ingredient covered by categories 16 to 20 Corn

Notes: A food is "made principally from" an ingredient if that ingredient is one of the three main ingredients in terms
of weight and in addition comprises at least 5% of the total weight of the ingredients used.
The foods covered are those listed above, but as a considerable number of processed foods fall into cate-
gories 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 21, 22, 23 and 24, care is required in determining whether or not a product is
covered by labeling requirements.
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B River elevator:  Loading point for transporting crops collected from country ele-

Food manufacturer’s vators by barge along the Mississippi River waterway to export

production plant production plant ports.
‘ M Export elevator :  Port cargo-handling facility for loading crops aboard large
freighters for export.

Main soybean Main corn M Freighter : "Panamax size" bulk freighters between 55,000~60,000 dwt, the
largest ships capable of navigating through the Panama Canal.
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|ldentity Prese rved Handling

What is identity preserved handling?

|dentity preserved handling means the handling of non-GM agricul-
tural products at every stage of production and distribution—from
farms to food manufacturers—so as to avoid commingling with GM
agricultural products, and the certification by means of documen-
tary evidence that products have been handled in this way.

B The quality labeling standards concerning genetically modi-
fied products define identity preserved (IP) handling as fol-
lows.

The segregated handling of GM agricultural products and non-
GM agricultural products with due care of a good manager at
each stage of production, distribution and processing, and the
certification of such by means of documentary evidence.

Bulk transport manual

This distribution manual relates to the bulk transportation of soy-
beans and corn, and is designed to ensure supplies of identity pre-
served, non-GM ingredients.

Soybeans and corn imported from countries outside North America
where soybeans and corn are transported in bulk and genetically
modified varieties of such products are cultivated on a commercial
basis must also require IP handling in accordance with this manual.

Compartmentalized distribution of

soybeans and corn by container, etc.

With regard to transport by container (bagged or in bulk), as in the
case of some soybeans for making miso and tofu and small soy-
beans for nattd, organic soybeans, and corn for popcorn, this man-
ual applies up until the point when containers are sealed and from
when containers are opened again.

Unintentional commingling

Non-GM agricultural products confirmed to have been properly
identity preserved handled may still contain some GM products that
have unintentionally become commingled.

Given the current state of IP handling, therefore, the maximum lev-
el for commingling of GM and non-GM agricultural products are set
at 5%.

Agricultural products that have not been confirmed to have been
identity preserved handled and agricultural products into which GM
products have been intentionally mixed are not treated as having
been identity preserved even where the mixture rate does not ex-
ceed 5%.



Distribution Manual Outline

This manual provides guidelines concerning effective means of
handling product, handlers, records, corroborators and certificates
at the check point where commingling may occur on each stage of
production and distribution of product to ensure social verification

of the non-GM product.
Handlers and corroborators

Handlers are entities that handle product in such a way as to preserve the
identity of loading at each stage from farms to manufacturers.
Corroborators are entities that confirm and certify that loading are identi-
ty preserved. Handlers may in some cases also be corroborators.

Certification

Important
points

Corroborators at each stage from farms to manufacturers issue
certificates confirming that product was identity preserved by handlers.
Issuers of certificates at each stage (with the exception of importers)
attach copies of the certificates for each previous stage along with their
own certificates to send to the certificate issuer for the next stage.
Instead of copies of the above certificates, importers issue a certificate
covering all stages of handling overseas.

Records and other documents

Handlers at each stage must keep records and other documents
detailing their handling of product in order to guarantee and confirm
the accuracy of certificates.

Due to the potentially vast volume of such records and documents,
however, corroborators need not store or attach all records and
documents for each previous stage.

Storage period

Certificates, records and other documents for each stage must be kept
for a minimum of two years.
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Issuance and storage of certificates

Certification is required to confirm that the identity of product

is preserved at each stage of distribution.
The companies (handlers) or corroborators involved in identity preserved handling of non-GM crops at each stage
of distribution issue the next party in the distribution chain with certification giving the article name, place of origin,
crop year and quantity, etc. of shipments.
Where the recipient of certification sells non-GM crops received from one party to another party, certification must
be accompanied by copies of certificates received from the previous party as evidence of identity preservation.

Within Japan, certification from the importer goes as far as the

food Manufacturers.

An importer selling non-GM product to a wholesaler or manufacturer issues the wholesaler or manufacturer with a
certificate detailing how the product was handled before reaching Japan. When a wholesaler sells to a food manu-
facturer through a secondary wholesaler, the secondary wholesaler issues identity preserved certification accompa-

nied by a copy of certification from the importer.

Relevant documents must be kept at least two years
Certificates are issued to the next party in the chain of distribution by corroborators based on records and other
documents detailing the handling of product by the handlers at each stage of distribution. These certificates, records
and other relevant documents must therefore be kept for a minimum of two years.

Fig. 3 shows a typical example of the issuing of certificates in a typical distribution
route from farmer to food manufacturer.
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Example of certificate issued by importer

To XXX

Note:

(1) Name of article
(2) Place of origin
(3) Year of crop

(4) Quantity

Certificate

mm dd, yy
XX Co., Ltd.

(5) Foreign port (loading)

(6) Japanese port (unloading)

(7) Name of vessel and hold number
(8) Arrival date

This is to certify that the above shipment is a shipment of non-genetically modified farm product
collected, stored and transported to avoid commingling with genetically-modified product.

We have done our best to handle the above product under strictly controlled conditions in order to
preserve its identity. Even where shipments are identity preserved, however, it is inherently
impossible to entirely prevent commingling, and so we cannot guarantee that the product is 100%
non-genetically modified.

Example of certificate issued by grits starch maker

To XXX

(1) Name of article
(2) Lot number

(3) Quantity

Certificate

mm dd, yy
XX Co., Ltd.

This is to certify that the above products were made from certified ingredients (copies of
certification attached) which were sorted, manufactured, [bagged] and transported by us to avoid
commingling with other crops.

Example of certificate issued by wholesaler in Japan

To XXX

product.

(1) Name of article
(2) Place of origin
(3) Year of crop

(4) Quantity

Certificate

mm dd, yy
XX Co., Ltd.

This is to certify that the above goods consist of certified farm product (copies of certification
attached) which was selected, bagged and stored by us to avoid commingling with other farm
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